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coming together. There are a lot of people
being recognized in the Olympics for what
they do every day, not as athletic champions
but because they are champion human
beings.

Today, this day, in Boulder City, Nevada,
a woman named Irene Wisner is carrying the
Olympic torch on its way to Opening Day
in Atlanta, July 19th. Most of you have prob-
ably never heard of Irene Wisner. She won’t
be in the Olympics, she is 74 years old. The
children in Washington, DC, don’t know her,
but there are 100 children who know her very
well, because they were abused children,
abandoned children, and no one would take
care of them, but this one 74-year-old woman
took 100 of these children into her love and
life to give them a better chance. And for
that service, she was one of many Americans
selected to carry the Olympic torch.

There are people like that all around. Just
this morning before I came out here, I was
with one of your fellow students in Washing-
ton, Alicia Brown, a young woman who made
a television spot with me about violence be-
cause she had lost friends of hers and she
was speaking out, not only personally but to
all the people of this country against violence
against our young people. I thank her for
that, and I hope all of you will do that in
your individual lives.

I hope you young people will watch this
torch as it travels through 42 States and
15,000 miles. It will follow the work of count-
less volunteers who are trying to make this
country better. They’ve cleaned roads, paint-
ed houses, even shuttled neighbors to places
where they can see the torch passed. I want
you all to cheer on our torchbearers and fol-
low their example by holding high the torch
of good citizenship in your own lives.

And that’s what I want to say, finally, about
these Champions of Life behind me. Yes,
they all have succeeded in athletics. Yes,
many of them have succeeded against ex-
traordinary odds and every one of them has
achieved something extraordinary against the
odds. But what they are doing now is in some
ways more important because they are trying
to set an example for the next generation of
champions. We should be grateful to them.
And I’d like to ask you to recognize all of

them with a warm round of applause. [Ap-
plause]

The America these champions represent
is a place where individual dreams must be
realized through our common efforts, a place
where all Americans who are willing to work
hard can succeed, a place where we have dif-
ferent points of view and different heritages,
but a place where, like the champions here
today, we come together as a team, wearing
the colors of liberty and freedom, respecting
our honest differences and working together
to help each of us clear life’s highest hurdles
together. One America, good for all, where
we all work for the common good. This is
the America we want the world to see in At-
lanta, and this is the America that we want
you young people to grow up in.

Good luck. Good bless you, and God bless
America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:01 p.m. in the
stadium at Eastern High School. In his remarks,
he referred to Buddy Lee, member, U.S. Greco-
Roman wrestling team; Olympic Gold Medalists
Bonnie Blair, Al Oerter, and Jeff Blatnick; and
Ralph Neal, principal, Eastern High School.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
May 1, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated settlement
of the Cyprus question. The previous submis-
sion covered progress through January 31,
1996. The current submission covers the pe-
riod February 1, 1996, through March 31,
1996.

In support of the U.N. Secretary General’s
good office mission on Cyprus, my Adminis-
tration hopes to be able to take an initiative
on Cyprus this year. If the two communi-
ties possess sufficient political will to make
tradeoffs required for an intercommunal
agreement, we believe it should be possible
to arrive at a fair and just solution. Attaining
this goal requires the active support of Tur-
key and Greece. Although unavoidable
events have delayed the launching of our Cy-
prus initiative, we have been preparing its
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groundwork. In this respect, in March I had
a useful session on Cyprus with Turkish
President Demirel who expressed his govern-
ment’s desire to be helpful. I plan on engag-
ing other visitors similarly in the lead-up to
our Cyprus effort.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Statement on the Family and
Medical Leave Act
May 1, 1996

Three years ago, I worked with the Con-
gress to pass the Family and Medical Leave
Act so that we could help Americans balance
their work and family responsibilities. Ameri-
cans should not have to choose between their
job and caring for a sick child or parent. We
said we could do that without hurting busi-
nesses, and we were right. Today, a biparti-
san commission that studied the act an-
nounced its conclusion that this new law has
significantly helped working Americans while
placing only minimal requirements on their
employers.

The commission found that because we
have a Family and Medical Leave Act, fewer
workers will have to choose between their
jobs and their loved ones if a child or elderly
parent should need care. That’s tremen-
dously important in an era when most house-
holds are headed by two working parents or
by single mothers.

And as we predicted at the time we fought
for this legislation, businesses are finding that
the new law is easy to administer and costs
are non-existent or small. The majority of
leaves are short in duration, and most work-
ers return to their jobs. In fact, some busi-
nesses testified to the commission that the
new law has helped them reduce employee
turnover, enhance productivity, and improve
the morale of their workforce.

The Family and Medical Leave Act has
brought many Americans a benefit that was
once afforded only to a fortunate few—the
knowledge that they can return to their jobs

and keep their health benefits if they need
unpaid time off to meet medical or family
needs. Thanks to the work of this bipartisan
commission, we now have further proof of
what I have always known: the Family and
Medical Leave Act was, and is, the right thing
to do for America’s working families.

Remarks at the Olympic Dinner
May 1, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you so much.
President Walker, thank you for your re-
marks and for your work and to Dick Schultz
and Jim Hardymon, Steve Green, Anita
DeFrantz, and others who are responsible for
this dinner tonight. To the Members of Con-
gress who are here, and Mr. Michel, it’s good
to see you again. I miss you. I’m glad you’re
here—I’m glad you’re here.

I want to thank the Vice President and
Mack McLarty for the work they have done
on the Olympics and all those others in our
administration who have undertaken this en-
deavor, I must say, with great joy and energy.
As the Vice President mentioned, Hillary had
the honor of representing our country at the
Olympics in Lillehammer and of being in
Greece and Olympia with our daughter when
the Olympic flame was lit to be brought to
the United States. Our experience with the
Olympics has been one of the great highlights
of our service here in Washington and in this
great office.

I’d also like to say a special word of appre-
ciation to the men and women up here on
the stage with me, particularly those who
were with me today earlier when the Vice
President, over at Eastern High School, in
the Champions in Life program, for truly so
many of them have been an inspiration to
young people all across the country who may
never be Olympic athletes but can be Olym-
pian in their citizenship and character and
the contribution they give to this country,
and who drew inspiration and strength from
what was said for them today.

I want to thank Billy Payne and Andy
Fleming and all those who have worked so
hard to make the Atlanta Olympics and the
Paralympics a great success, but also those
who won the competition for the 100th mod-
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